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The Arid Land Research Center was established in 1990 as the only academic research institute in Japan which studies dryland issues as an
organization. The Center is a research institute of Tottori University, and also serves as a “Joint Usage/Research Center” in the field of dryland
science, approved by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. The Center aims to tackle issues on drylands such
as desertification and drought, and to promote researches for maintaining and improving sustainability of nature-society system in drylands as
a Center of Excellence in dryland science. The Center develops academic network with domestic and international researchers and institutes
and implements Joint Research Program with dryland researchers. The Center also provides guidance on research for graduate students
(Master's and Doctoral Degree Programs), research students, international researchers, and JICA trainees from abroad.
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The Arid Land Dome, constructed in 1998 to enhance the research efficiency at
ALRC, is dome-shaped glasshouse. There are drylands plants, Desertification
Mechanism Analysis System, Monitoring System for Water and Solute Transport
and Three-Dimensional Water Erosion Analysis System.
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Dryland Simulation System
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This system consists of two simulation chambers: One for semitropical

desert and the other for cold desert. They are used to develop
sustainable plant production systems and soil management techniques.
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