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Studying here is one of the most beautiful things in my life

Congratulations to all the new students! My name is Melli, and I am an international student from
Bengkulu, Indonesia. Bengkulu is a small province in Sumatra Island. I used to work as a lecturer in
Bengkulu University’s Agribusiness Department. Now, I am studying in a PhD program at The United
Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences (UGSAS), Tottori University.

Since I was a lecturer, studying abroad has been my dream. When [ finished my master’s degree, |
thought about getting a PhD in Japan. Why? Because Japan is advanced in technology and agriculture.
Japanese scientists have conducted interesting agricultural research, and I was keen to know more. I
wanted to see how scientific progress changes the world firsthand, participate in the latest research,
and get advice from the best professors. Then I met a professor at Tottori University who accepted me
as his student. And this is where [ am now.

As an international student, I need help adapting to the new environment. What's more, [ still need
more time before becoming fluent in speaking Japanese. But I am fortunate to meet many good and
kind people at Tottori University. The staff, professors, and Japanese friends are always happy to sup-
port and help me. Even on the bus or train, I often meet friendly locals who greet me. I am comfort-
able studying here. This city is peaceful, and its environment helps me to focus on my research. Totto-
ri Prefecture has a thriving agricultural industry with an exciting and inspiringly beautiful landscape.
It has a natural serenity, so it is fun to live and study in this city. Several months ago, I brought my
family to live in Tottori. I want my family to feel the happiness I feel. And I hope you feel it too. Wel-
come to Tottori University! Let's enjoy our campus life together.
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