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[Event Report]

Tottori University’ s International Platform for Dryland Research and Education
Presents Research Qutcomes at Three Events at UNCCD COP17
(Sharing Research on Regenerative Agriculture, Food Security, and Soil Health
with the World)

Overview

The International Platform for Dryland Research and Education (IPDRE) and
the Arid Land Research Center (ALRC) of Tottori University participated in the
17th Session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD COP17), held in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia, from August 17, 2026. From August 18 to 21, Tottori University
organized or co-organized three side events to share its research findings and
implementation experience in food security in drylands, Sustainable Land
Management (SLM), soil health, and regenerative agriculture (RA).

Speakers from research institutions, governments, development cooperation
agencies, international organizations, and the private sector discussed how
scientific evidence can be translated into practical action in the field.
Participants shared the view that achieving both food production and
environmental conservation—and scaling up effective technologies—requires
an integrated approach that considers profitability, institutions, markets, and
benefits for local communities.

[Total attendance at the three events: approximately 150]

Events Organized and Co-organized by Tottori University
1. August 18 (Tue) 18:00-19:30 (MET-02)

Event title:TStrengthening Food Security through Crop-Livestock
Management with Sustainable Rangeland in Drylands: From Mongolia to
Eurasial



Organized by Tottori University’ s ALRC and IPDRE, this event brought
together representatives from Mongolian research institutions and the private
sector to discuss stable food production and sustainable rangeland
management in cold drylands. Approximately 50 people attended the event.

The discussion focused on how to increase the supply of agricultural and
livestock products while protecting the environment. Participants examined
drought-tolerant crop breeding, water management, weather information,
forage production, and the use of livestock manure and crop residues as an
integrated system. They also discussed the need to focus on the quality and
added value of livestock products rather than simply increasing sheep
numbers, diversify crops and forage, promote joint action by research
institutions and governments, and engage the private sector in developing
markets and value chains.

<Speakers and Facilitators>

 Prof. Mitsuru Tsubo (ALRC/IPDRE, Tottori University; Moderator and Panel
Chair)

« Prof. Yasunori Kurosaki (ALRC/IPDRE, Tottori University)

« Dr. Gomboluudev (Information and Research Institute of Meteorology,
Hydrology and Environment: IRIMHE)

- Dr. Battogtokh (Institute of Geography and Geoecology, Mongolian
Academy of Sciences: IGG)

« Assoc. Prof. Izzat Sidahmed Ali Tahir (ALRC/IPDRE, Tottori University)

- Dr. Nyamgerel Khashbaatar (Institute of Plant and Agricultural Sciences:
IPAS)

- Dr. Uuganzaya M. (Research Institute of Animal Husbandry: RIAH)



the
delegation visited IPAS’s

The following day,

wheat breeding fields.

Side event on August 18

2. August 20 (Thu) 13:00-14:30 (MET-03)

Event title:TFrom Soil Health to Wealth: Research and Innovation Pathways
for Regenerative and Climate-Resilient Food Systems]

Jointly organized by Tottori University’ s IPDRE and JICA, this event brought
together representatives from JICA, CIFOR-ICRAF, UNDP, and Ethiopian
Forestry Development to discuss pathways toward regenerative and climate-
resilient food systems based on soil health. Prof. Atsushi Tsunekawa delivered

the opening remarks and chaired the panel discussion.

The speakers emphasized that soil health should not be assessed using a
single indicator, but through a combination of factors such as productivity,
profitability, carbon, water, erosion, and biodiversity. The panelists also
discussed the keys to translating research findings into wider adoption and
connecting them with ODA programs and government extension systems.

Future priorities identified included understanding implementation conditions
such as inputs, labor, risks, institutions, and markets, in addition to scientific
effectiveness; analyzing field-level biophysical conditions as well as farmers’
profitability, feasibility, and adoption behavior; and linking these elements



through an integrated assessment framework that also captures benefits at
the landscape level.

<Speakers and Facilitators>

 Prof. Atsushi Tsunekawa (IPDRE, Tottori University; Opening Remarks and
Panel Chair)

- Prof. Nigussie Haregeweyn (IPDRE, Tottori University; Research Leader of
the RA-SATREPS Project)

* Mr. Yoshiyuki Hirata (JICA; Project Coordinator for the SLM Project)
- Dr. Ermias Betemariam (CIFOR-ICRAF)

- Dr. Anneke Lincoln Schoeman (UNDP)

« Assoc. Prof. Takeshi Abe (IPDRE, Tottori University; Moderator)

Side event on August 20



3. August 21 (Fri) 13:00-14:30 (MET-30)

Event title:TRegenerative Agriculture and Sustainable Land Management:
Japan’s Innovative Technologies and Approaches]

The event was co-organized by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
(MAFF) of Japan, Tottori University’ s IPDRE and ALRC, and JICA. Prof. Atsushi
Tsunekawa, Executive Vice President of Tottori University and Director of IPDRE,
delivered the keynote address. He emphasized the importance of collaboration
among governments, private companies, universities and research institutions, and
international organizations to generate economic benefits while restoring and
regenerating land. This was followed by presentations on technologies from EF
Polymer K.K., Sagri Co., Ltd., and others, as well as a panel discussion on
collaboration among government, private-sector, academic, and international

organizations.

<Speakers and Facilitators>

« Mr. Tomoki Tanaka (MAFF; Moderator) / Mr. Yutaka Kawashima (MAFF; Panel
Chair)

« Prof. Atsushi Tsunekawa (IPDRE, Tottori University; Keynote Speaker and
Panelist)

« Mr. Narayan Lal Gurjar (CEQ, EF Polymer K.K.)
+ Mr. Kenshi Kobayashi (Project Manager, Sagri Co., Ltd.)

 Dr. Salifou Mahamadou (Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in
the Sahel: CILSS)

+ Ms. Sarah Toumi (Business4Land Team Lead, UNCCD Secretariat)

Side event on August 21



Future Directions
Building on the discussions and new networks developed through these

events, IPDRE will advance integrated research on soils, crops, livestock, and
rangelands, as well as collaborative field demonstrations toward practical
implementation in drylands, including Mongolia and Ethiopia. Through
engagement with UNCCD’ s science-policy processes and collaboration with
governments, development cooperation agencies, and the private sector,
IPDRE will also work to scale locally tested solutions to other regions.

XCOP17 Official Site:https://www.unccd.int/cop17

X[Event Summary] MAFF Hosted Side Event at UNCCD COP17 in Mongolia : MAFF

XTottori University Shares Research on Food Security, Soil Health, and
Regenerative Agriculture at UNCCD COP17 | International Platform for Dryland
Research and Education Website Tottori University

[Contact for Inquiries] [Media and Interview Requests]

IPDRE, Tottori University Public Relations and Fundraising Office,
Contact: Takeshi Abe Tottori University

Tel: +81-857-31-5550 Tel: +81-857-31-5550 Fax: +81-857-31-5018
Mail takeshiabe@tottori-u.ac.jp Mail toridai-kouhou@ml.adm. tottori-u.ac.jp
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